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" Geordie ") exactly why it was not really the engine at all
but, by inference, the man behind it, usually meaning me.
He operated the big winch himself when we used it for towing
nets, which we did daily, or for trawling, and when that
went wrong he let it be understood, with indignation, that
it was in this case neither the fault of the winch nor of the
man b.ehind it but of God who made things so difficult so
often. Once, when we were loading stores in Melbourne, I
was daring enough, since " Old Cookie " was busy elsewhere,
to operate the main winch myself. After that, strangely
enough, all manner of things very nearly went wrong with
it for days. It would have been a bad look out for that
clanking monster that he loved so much had all these things
not been discovered by Jack Cook in the nick of time.
Entrenched behind his ponderously revolving and clanking
drum he judged its movements with extraordinary accuracy.
Whereas I and others could only induce it to make violent
and startling movements, with resentful clankings and hiss-
ings, in answer to diffident movements of the throttle valve,
old Jack Cook could make it yield fractions of an inch, or
could make it march with steady willing tread bringing the
nets in beautifully on time, or could stop it instantly at a
shout from George Ayres on the poop. For this also was
where George Ayres came in for he handled the nets.
George Ayres was a sailing ship sailor of the old school.
He had been with Mawson in the old Discovery in the British
Australian New Zealand Antarctic Expedition and he had
the Antarctic medal. Further, he came from east of Aldgate
Pump, a sailor from London where many fine sailors come
from. He was a huge man with sandy hair, little china-blue
eyes and a smile of rare good humour which enlivened his
whole countenance. His face, like all the best faces> was
good to look at without being good-looking. His manners
in all society were always unconsciously perfect and when
being addressed by gracious Governors-General in dominion
ports his manner was precisely the same as when being